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Defense Department Announces Winner of 2020 George F. Linsteadt Award for Excellence 

in Technology Transfer 

 

Arlington, VA – The Department of Defense (DoD) has selected the National Security Agency’s 

(NSA’s) Technology Transfer Program (TTP) as the winner of the 2020 George F. Linsteadt 

Award for Excellence in Technology Transfer.   

 

DoD gave special recognition to Ms. Linda Burger, the NSA TTP director; Ms. Karen Presley, 

the NSA TTP deputy director; Ms. Kiana Williams, the NSA TTP intellectual property and 

portfolio manager; and former NSA employees Ms. Alexis Henderson and Mr. Joseph Witt for 

creating a pipeline for technology transfer through Open Source Software (OSS).   

 

“Through the annual Linsteadt award, the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research 

and Engineering (OUSD(R&E)) highlights initiatives that have had a significant impact on the 

Department’s technology transfer program,” said Dr. JihFen Lei, Principal Deputy, Director of 

Defense Research and Engineering for Research and Technology and Acting Director of Defence 

Research and Engineering for Research and Technology.  “R&E recognizes professionals who 

have performed extraordinary work to transfer technology developed in the defense laboratories 

in collaboration with partners in the public and private sectors”  

 

This year, the Linsteadt award recognizes the NSA TTP team for developing an innovative 

approval process to release NSA-developed tools to the OSS community.  This process not only 

advances ongoing NSA programs but also has potential commercial applications, including 

collaboration with small businesses, that support our Nation’s economic development. 

 

While policy sanctioning engagement with the OSS community has existed for over a decade, 

only a handful of projects had been approved by NSA for release using this mechanism.  The 

TTP team, which falls under NSA’s Office of Research and Technology Applications, 

recognized the potential benefits of releasing more projects through OSS and worked to develop 

a streamlined process for project approval.  Each teammember played a critical role in 

establishing the approval process and obtaining leadership support.  As a result of these efforts, 

50 OSS projects have been approved for release, including several with commercial potential.   

 

Dr. Lei noted that “technology transfer is vital to the DoD mission of developing new 

technologies and promoting technology commercialization as the U.S. military seeks to maintain 

its technological advantage.  DoD’s technology transfer efforts also help ensure the Nation’s 

investment in innovative research is transferred from defense laboratories to the American 

people.”    

 

For more information about NSA’s technology transfer program and OSS releases, please visit: 

https://www.nsa.gov/Portals/70/documents/what-we-do/research/technology-

transfer/oss_booklet.pdf?ver=2018-08-07-103751-707.  
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